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hours of September 1 the German armed forces crossed the Polish
border without the traditional formality of declaring war. Two
days later the British and French consequently declared war upon
the Reich.

The struggle thus begun was to present certain formidable polit-
ical novelties. The first of these is the startling new fact of internal
division in at least half the countries concerned. This results in pan
from the mixture of nationalities in most of the new states of east-
ern Europe, but for the most part it is due to universal and often
irreconcilable differences over fundamental morals. The chief
difference concerns the idea of ownership, but the milder forms of
the quarrel turn upon the question of how far peacetime govern-
ments should control the persons and purses of the governed.

The political stage setting of the present war cannot be grasped
without understanding both the ferocity and the confusion of the
debate over ownership. The one dear point, and the only one which
has so far approached solution, is that of property in land. Where
much of the cultivable land of a community is held in large estates
and is cultivated by wage earners, and where numbers of those
wage earners greatly desire to be owners themselves, then there may
be acute class friction, as there was in Russia before 1917. This,
however, can be cured by agrarian laws. If these are confiscatory
they may leave deep scars, as those of the French Revolution have
done in France to this day. On the other hand, they need not be
confiscatory, and in any case the extension of peasant proprietorship
in the French countrysides is the only socially stable construction of
which the Revolution can boast. In the Europe of 1939 large estates
characterized Poland, Hungary, and northeastern Germany, but
the matter is local and does not touch the center of the contempo-
rary social quarrel.

That quarrel goes much deeper. Throughout the cities of the
world, and especially in the industrial districts where there has been
a chance for great profits, usurious finance unrestrained by kw has
created vast proletariats, masses of families without roots in the soil,
owning no productive property and living solely upon wages. The
same usurious finance has created chronic and unnecessary eco-
nomic insecurity, over and above the chances of bad harvests and